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What’s next after the PhD ?

➢ Academic career

• Research Project 

• Discussions (promoter, coleagues, conferences, …) 

• Funding

➢ Teaching

➢ Industry / Compagny

• Secondments / Short stays

• Trainings

➢ Others ?
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Academic career

➢ Improve your competencies / your CV

• Self-assessment - competencies, research topics

• Career plan

✓ Publications

✓ Teaching

✓ Editorial activities

✓ International collaborations

➢ Funding opportunities
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http://infofin.ulb.ac.be 
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Funding opportunities - infofin
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http://infofin.ulb.ac.be/
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Funding opportunities - Remind’R

Newsletter ReMind'R - 5 (ulb.ac.be)
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https://cwfront.ulb.ac.be/newsletters/formationschercheurs/


➢ Institutional, Regional, (Inter)National, European, Fondations

➢ Individual / Collaborative

➢ Bottom up / Top down

➢ Research, Innovation, Training, Networking

➢ Technology Readiness Level (TRL)

1
Funding types
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Institutional funding – ULB
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https://www.ulb.be/fr/travailler-et-collaborer/vacances-
d-emplois-academiques-et-scientifiques 

https://www.ulb.be/fr/travailler-et-collaborer/vacances-d-emplois-academiques-et-scientifiques
https://www.ulb.be/fr/travailler-et-collaborer/vacances-d-emplois-academiques-et-scientifiques
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Funding - Euraxess

8

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs/search 

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs/search


1
Funding - FNRS
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https://www.frs-fnrs.be/en/ 

https://www.frs-fnrs.be/en/
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Funding opportunities – Horizon Europe 
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Researchers (PhD) gain experience in other countries, disciplines and non-
academic sectors to develop their career

1.European Postdoctoral Fellowships
✓ EU Member State or Associated Country 
✓ Between 1 and 2 years
✓ Researchers of any nationality can apply

2.Global Postdoctoral Fellowships
✓ Between 2 to 3 years : 1 to 2 years in a non-associated Third Country, 

followed by a mandatory return phase of 1 year in an EU Member State 
or an Associated Country

✓ Only nationals or long-term residents of EU Member States or 
Associated Countries 

Postdoctoral Fellowships - Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions

https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/postdoctoral-fellowships
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https://erc.europa.eu/homepage 
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Funding – European Research Council

https://erc.europa.eu/homepage


➢ Read the guide for applicants

• Eligibility criteria

• Evaluation criteria

• Deadline

• Administrative forms and scientific templates

• Transversal elements : Ethics, Open Science, Gender, … 

➢ Obtain funded projects, as examples

• ERC research projects - ULB
• Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions – ULB

➢ Incentives ?

Funding opportunities identified – what’s next?
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https://www.ulb.be/en/european-union/erc-projects
https://www.ulb.be/en/european-union/marie-sk-odowska-curie


➢ Contact within the institution

• Liaison Office

ULB : ulb-europe@ulb.be

Funding opportunities identified – what’s next?
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mailto:ulb-europe@ulb.be
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Writing tips

➢ How will you start ?

1st sentence/paragraph (general context / long-term impact)

➢ State-of-the-Art : include yourself

➢ Objectives of the project need to be clearly identified

➢Methodology: justify !

➢ English: short sentences

➢ Each word counts (no ‘buzz words’ such as groundbreaking)

➢ Include some figures, if appropriate 

➢ Facilitate the evaluators’ job
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➢ Preliminary data

➢ Impact (scientific, economic, societal)

➢ Communication / Dissemination

➢Work plan (Gantt Chart)

➢ Gender

➢ Open Science (Open Access, Open data)

➢ Feasibility of the research project

➢ Risks and mitigation plan 

➢ Conclusion : impact in a far future

3
Writing tips

16



➢ Proofreading / Feedback

• Peers and colleagues

• Consultant

• Institutional Grant Administration

➢ Check the deadline and potential extensions

➢ Check all the requirements (documents, online forms, 
institutional letter, …)

➢ Submit on time ! If you can you resubmit a new 
version until the deadline, submit the entire 
application a few days before the deadline

3
Writing tips
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Thank you for your attention
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