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joint appeal: 
Khaled al-Asaad Solidarity Funds for researchers in danger
and SCHOLARS AT RISK SECTION IN THE Wallonia-Brussels Federation 

Opening date of the call : 02/03/2026
Closing date of the call : 24/04/2026
Expected start date : September 2026
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[bookmark: _Toc221195564]Context
The Scholars at Risk section in the Wallonia-Brussels Federation (SAR FWB) is composed of seven members: the Council of French-speaking Rectors (CRef), the Academy for Research and Higher Education (ARES), ULB, UCLouvain, ULiège, UMONS and UNamur.
In 2025, with the support of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation and Wallonia-Brussels International, the SAR FWB section created a pilot scholarship programme aimed at supporting researchers who can no longer carry out their work in their country of origin, where they are exposed to risks due to the content of their research or the free expression of their opinions.
This programme funds postdoctoral fellowships that will enable at-risk researchers to continue their work within a member university of the section, in an environment that ensures academic freedom.
Each member university commits to:
offering an appropriate professional status (fellowship or contract) allowing the researcher to carry out their scientific activities ;
guaranteeing personalised scientific support through a supervisor ;
providing logistical, administrative and psychosocial support in collaboration with the relevant services (housing, residence permit, mental health, etc.) ;
integrating the researcher into the host unit’s research activities (seminars, publications, collaborations) and into the broader academic community in order to facilitate their professional integration.
[bookmark: _Toc221195565]Job description
[bookmark: _Hlk37754869]The scholarship consists of a one-year (12-month) postdoctoral fellowship, for a total amount of 55,000 euros gross (approximately 33,500 euros net), as well as a relocation allowance of 2,500 euros net (paid to researchers residing in another country, after their arrival in Belgium).
Scholarship holders will conduct their research in a laboratory or research centre of the host university, under the supervision of an academic staff member from the host university (supervisor). If they wish, they may also take part in any other scientific activity organised on campus.
This scholarship, awarded for a maximum duration of two years (one year renewable once), aims to offer the researchers concerned a transition period allowing them to move out of a situation of danger.
[bookmark: _Toc221195566]Eligibility criteria
Eligibility criteria are the following :
Hold a PhD ;
Not have obtained your PhD more than 8 years prior to the start date of the fellowship ;
Have held or currently hold a research position at your home university ;
Not have been established for more than 8 years in a country other than the country in which the researcher is at risk ;
Currently be at risk in their country of origin due to the content of their work or the ideas they have openly expressed ;
Not have lived or carried out their main activity (work, studies, etc.) in Belgium for more than 24 months during the 3 years preceding the start of the grant (mobility rule) ;
Be able to stay in Belgium full-time at the host university ;
At the end of the first year of the grant, current recipients may apply a second time with the favorable opinion of their supervisor ;
Have a good knowledge of English or French (minimum B2) ;
Open call for all disciplines. 
Please note that families can come with researchers, but there is no additional funding other than the researcher's scholarship, and the immigration process for family reunification en Belgium can be lengthy and restrictive.
[bookmark: _Toc221195567]Selection criteria
[bookmark: _Hlk219734342]The current and real danger to which the candidate is exposed (researchers staying in a place that offers them medium- or long-term security will not be given priority for these scholarships) ;
The scientific quality of the candidate and the research project ;
The ability to integrate.

The criteria of danger and scientific quality of the candidate are the priority criteria in this call.
Researchers who are in a location that offers them long-term safety will not be given priority for these scholarships.
It is permitted to apply a maximum of twice to the SAR FWB scholarship programme call.
[bookmark: _Toc221195568]Interessed ?
Candidates must submit the online application form (FONDS DE SOLIDARITE KHALED- AL-ASAAD- SOLIDARITY FUNDS KHALED- AL-ASAAD – Remplir le formulaire) and send the following documents by email to solidarityfund@ulb.be

a confidential application letter describing the researcher’s situation (this letter must clearly indicate the applicant’s administrative status, including whether they have a valid passport and are able to travel, as well as their place of residence) ;
the applicant’s CV, including a list of publications ;
a description (approximately 4 pages) of the research project the applicant will work on at the ULB ;
a copy of the applicant’s doctoral degree ;
[bookmark: _Hlk162007297]a copy of the applicant’s passport ;
the form below, duly completed by the academic staff member at the ULB who would supervise their research ;
two letters of recommendation from researchers active in the same field, including, if possible, a letter from the PhD supervisor ;
any other relevant document supporting the applicant’s at-risk situation will be useful.

It is essential to carry out the research under the supervision of an academic staff member of ULB (supervisor), whom you must contact before submitting your application. You will find the list of academics on this page http://cvchercheurs.ulb.ac.be/Site/repertoire.php 


Only complete applications, including all required documents, will be considered. 
Please note that families may accompany selected researchers, but no additional funding other than the researcher's grant will be provided, and that the immigration process for family reunification in Belgium can be lengthy and restrictive.
All documents will be handled with the strictest confidentiality by the selection committee of ULB and by the SAR FWB section. The documents may also be processed by ARES for the management of this call.
If the applicant is offered another position before the results of the selection process at ULB are communicated, they must inform ULB directly by sending an email to solidarityfund@ulb.be  


Further information may be obtained from Mrs. Dieudonné, in charge of this call, at this following address : solidarityfund@ulb.be  
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Application Evaluation – Fellowship Programme of the Scholars at Risk Section in the Wallonia-Brussels Federation
2026-2028 Call
 
Form to be completed by the supervisor at ULB and sent to ULB before April 24th, 2026, indicating the applicant’s name in the subject line.

	Name and first name of the applicant
	

	Name and first name of the supervisor at ULB
	

	Relevance of the applicant’s research project for the research unit at ULB and how the project aligns with other ongoing projects in the research unit
	

	Arrangements for hosting and integrating the applicant within the research centre (e.g., provision of an office, availability of research centre staff, involvement of the applicant in the centre’s activities, etc.)
	

	Assessment of the applicant’s motivation and language skills (French and/or English) following an online interview
	

	Any other information considered useful
	



It is important to remember that hosting a researcher at risk may require more time and involvement than hosting any other researcher.
Indeed, they may need specific support to cope with the many difficulties they may face during their stay in Belgium (post-traumatic stress, administrative challenges, separation from their family, anxiety about the future, etc.).
If you would like to discuss what hosting researchers at risk involves, please do not hesitate to contact us at: solidarityfund@ulb.be  
---------------
Rue Royale 180 / 1000 Bruxelles / Belgique
T +32 2 225 45 11 / F +32 2 225 45 05
www.ares-ac.be
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