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A concept to be developed in

Human Research Ethics

Ethics of Animal Experimentation

Data Protection

Dual Use and Compliance with 

international law (Responsible Partnership)

Integrity in research

I n t ro d u c t i o n

Responsible 
Research



Re s p o n s i b l e  
Re s e a rc h

I n t ro d u c t i o n

Characteristics of the concept

No universally accepted definition

A set of disciplinary fields characterized by common objectives, 

including:

 (1) strengthening the bond of trust between science and society

 (2) producing better quality science 

 (3) protecting the well-being of those involved in research

However, distinctions must be made because the actors, reference 

frameworks, sources of authority, and reasoning are different



Re s p o n s i b l e  
Re s e a rc h

I n t ro d u c t i o n

Traditionally, a concept that can be subdivided into three main disciplinary 

fields…

… but new challenges are emerging and becoming integrated into the 

process. 



H u m a n  
Re s e a rc h  
E t h i c s

In summary, these are the set of principles and rules that 
must be taken into account when research involves 
human participants, their biological samples, and/or their 
personal data. 

Reference 
framework  Stakeholders  Binding force

C o n t a c t  :  c o m i t e . e t h i q u e @ u l b . b e  o r  t h e  
r e l e v a n t  f a c u l t y  r e s e a r c h  e t h i c s  c o m m i t t e e  

mailto:comite.ethique@ulb.be


H u m a n  
Re s e a rc h  
E t h i c s



E t h i c s  o f  A n i m a l  
E x p e r i m e n t a t i o n

In summary, these are the set of principles and rules that 
must be taken into account when research involves 
vertebrate and/or invertebrate animals that are capable 
of feeling pain. 

Reference 
Framework  Stakeholders  Binding force

+ Transposed in Belgian law



E t h i c s  o f  A n i m a l  
E x p e r i m e n t a t i o n



D a t a  
P ro t e c t i o n

In connection with research ethics, because 
certain data protection issues are ethical issues 
and because the objectives are shared.

The need to comply with the GDPR in order to 
obtain an ethical opinion in the context of one's 
research.

But also autonomous content and issues. 



Protection of personal data for research conducted at ULB

• Legal obligation = EU Regulation 2016/679 – General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)

• Improved protocols = a guarantee of quality for research
• the scientific community is judged according to stricter standards of ethical behavior

• Protection of participants 

• Protection of the ULB = reputation, legal and financial security (risk of fines)

• Protection of researchers = against complaints from participants, against security 
incidents, against sanctions from the Data Protection Authority (which could put an end to 
the research!)

• GDPR compliance essential for positive ethical opinion – required in particular for 
publications, European funding, etc.



• GDPR applicable throughout the research process = collection, analysis, and publication

• Personal data = information about an identified or identifiable (directly or indirectly) person (as long as he 
or she is alive)

• Pseudonymized data = personal data 

• Anonymized data = identity permanently impossible to recover, including by a third party, even by cross-
referencing data – very rare in practice 

• Sensitive data [ethnic origin, political opinions, religious or philosophical beliefs,  trade union membership, 
genetic data, mental or physical health data, data on sexual life or orientation, biometric data (to identify a 
person – fingerprint recognition) and criminal convictions and offenses] = mandatory enhanced security, in 
particular through encryption

• Applicable principles = transparency (mandatory GDPR information), minimization (strictly necessary data), 
storage limitation (5 years after the end of the research project/funding), purpose limitation (use for 
research purposes only), and security. 

• IT tools used must be compliant (transcription, translation, etc.).

• Additional constraints if partner(s) outside ULB = contact rgpd@ulb.be

• Obligations 
• report security incident = Cybersécurité: Incident de sécurité, qu'est-ce que c'est ? + Formulaire ULB 

de signalement d'incident de sécurité
• Properly handling participants' requests to exercise their rights 

Principles  

mailto:rgpd@ulb.be
https://support.ulb.be/web/support/-/qu-est-ce-qu-un-incident-de-securite-?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fweb%2Fsupport%2F-%2Fincident-de-securite-que-puis-je-qualifier-d-activite-illegale-%3Fredirect%3D%252Fweb%252Fsupport%252Fsearch%253Fp_p_id%253Dulb_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_INSTANCE_7mzUg7M3KWik%2526p_p_lifecycle%253D2%2526p_p_state%253Dnormal%2526p_p_mode%253Dview%2526p_p_cacheability%253DcacheLevelPage%2526_ulb_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_INSTANCE_7mzUg7M3KWik_priv_r_p_searchDocuments%253Dtrue%2526_ulb_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_INSTANCE_7mzUg7M3KWik_priv_r_p_searchPages%253Dtrue%2526_ulb_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_INSTANCE_7mzUg7M3KWik_priv_r_p_searchSupportArticles%253Dtrue%2526_ulb_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_INSTANCE_7mzUg7M3KWik_priv_r_p_keywords%253Dincident
https://support.ulb.be/web/support/-/qu-est-ce-qu-un-incident-de-securite-?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fweb%2Fsupport%2F-%2Fincident-de-securite-que-puis-je-qualifier-d-activite-illegale-%3Fredirect%3D%252Fweb%252Fsupport%252Fsearch%253Fp_p_id%253Dulb_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_INSTANCE_7mzUg7M3KWik%2526p_p_lifecycle%253D2%2526p_p_state%253Dnormal%2526p_p_mode%253Dview%2526p_p_cacheability%253DcacheLevelPage%2526_ulb_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_INSTANCE_7mzUg7M3KWik_priv_r_p_searchDocuments%253Dtrue%2526_ulb_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_INSTANCE_7mzUg7M3KWik_priv_r_p_searchPages%253Dtrue%2526_ulb_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_INSTANCE_7mzUg7M3KWik_priv_r_p_searchSupportArticles%253Dtrue%2526_ulb_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_INSTANCE_7mzUg7M3KWik_priv_r_p_keywords%253Dincident
https://support.ulb.be/web/support/-/qu-est-ce-qu-un-incident-de-securite-?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fweb%2Fsupport%2F-%2Fincident-de-securite-que-puis-je-qualifier-d-activite-illegale-%3Fredirect%3D%252Fweb%252Fsupport%252Fsearch%253Fp_p_id%253Dulb_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_INSTANCE_7mzUg7M3KWik%2526p_p_lifecycle%253D2%2526p_p_state%253Dnormal%2526p_p_mode%253Dview%2526p_p_cacheability%253DcacheLevelPage%2526_ulb_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_INSTANCE_7mzUg7M3KWik_priv_r_p_searchDocuments%253Dtrue%2526_ulb_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_INSTANCE_7mzUg7M3KWik_priv_r_p_searchPages%253Dtrue%2526_ulb_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_INSTANCE_7mzUg7M3KWik_priv_r_p_searchSupportArticles%253Dtrue%2526_ulb_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_INSTANCE_7mzUg7M3KWik_priv_r_p_keywords%253Dincident
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=XhSlML11EkK7Ao_5wOpK6TXcZ6XJFc5KockW7H3nv91UQUpPSzJJMFJZWTRBNExNQ1paOFVUR1FLVSQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=XhSlML11EkK7Ao_5wOpK6TXcZ6XJFc5KockW7H3nv91UQUpPSzJJMFJZWTRBNExNQ1paOFVUR1FLVSQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl


Ressources  

• Data Protection Unit (rgpd@ulb.be) for advice / protocol verification

• Recherche et protection des données

• FAQ RGPD : Recherche

• Bonnes pratiques informatiques à destination des membres de la 
communauté universitaire 

• Mener une recherche de qualité en toute légalité : les obligations en 
termes de protection des données 

• Guide pratique pour mener des enquêtes électroniques à l’ULB

mailto:rgpd@ulb.be
https://portail.ulb.be/fr/documents-officiels/protection-des-donnees-a-caractere-personnel/recherche-et-protection-des-donnees
https://portail.ulb.be/fr/documents-officiels/protection-des-donnees-a-caractere-personnel/recherche-et-protection-des-donnees
https://portail.ulb.be/fr/documents-officiels/protection-des-donnees-a-caractere-personnel/faq-recherche
https://portail.ulb.be/fr/documents-officiels/protection-des-donnees-a-caractere-personnel/faq-recherche
https://portail.ulb.be/fr/documents-officiels/protection-des-donnees-a-caractere-personnel/bonnes-pratiques-informatiques-a-destination-des-membres-de-la-communaute-universitaire
https://portail.ulb.be/fr/documents-officiels/protection-des-donnees-a-caractere-personnel/bonnes-pratiques-informatiques-a-destination-des-membres-de-la-communaute-universitaire
https://portail.ulb.be/fr/documents-officiels/protection-des-donnees-a-caractere-personnel/bonnes-pratiques-informatiques-a-destination-des-membres-de-la-communaute-universitaire
https://portail.ulb.be/fr/documents-officiels/protection-des-donnees-a-caractere-personnel/mener-une-recherche-de-qualite-en-toute-legalite
https://portail.ulb.be/fr/documents-officiels/protection-des-donnees-a-caractere-personnel/mener-une-recherche-de-qualite-en-toute-legalite
https://portail.ulb.be/fr/documents-officiels/protection-des-donnees-a-caractere-personnel/mener-une-recherche-de-qualite-en-toute-legalite
https://portail.ulb.be/fr/documents-officiels/protection-des-donnees-a-caractere-personnel/guide-pratique-pour-mener-des-enquetes-electroniques-a-l-ulb
https://portail.ulb.be/fr/documents-officiels/protection-des-donnees-a-caractere-personnel/guide-pratique-pour-mener-des-enquetes-electroniques-a-l-ulb


Integrity 
in Research

• I n c r e a s i n g  C o m p e t i t i v e n e s s

• G r o w i n g  P r e s s u r e  o n  R e s e a r c h e r s  t o  
p r o d u c e  r e s u l t s  a n d  s e c u r e  f u n d i n g

= C o n t e x t  f a v o r i n g  s c i e n t i f i c  f r a u d  
( t h r e a t e n s  s c i e n c e  a n d  t r u s t  i n  i t )

=  “ T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  m u s t  e n s u r e  t h e  
i n t e g r i t y  o f  i t s  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  
p r o v i d e  t h e m  w i t h  a  r e s p e c t f u l  a n d  
e t h i c a l  r e s e a r c h  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  
f o s t e r i n g  t r u s t  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t ”  
( F N R S / U L B  C o d e )



Principles 
Guiding Research

• F i a b i l i t é
( g a r a n t i r  q u a l i t é  d e  l a  r e c h e r c h e  =  
c o n c e p t i o n ,  m é t h o d o l o g i e ,  a n a l y s e  e t  
u t i l i s a t i o n  d e s  r e s s o u r c e s )

• R e l i a b i l i t y  
( e n s u r i n g  r e s e a r c h  q u a l i t y  =  d e s i g n ,  
m e t h o d o l o g y ,  a n a l y s i s ,  r e s o u r c e  u s e )

• H o n e s t y  
( c o n d u c t i n g ,  e v a l u a t i n g ,  a n d  r e p o r t i n g  
r e s e a r c h  i n  a  t r a n s p a r e n t ,  f a i r ,  c o m p l e t e ,  
a n d  o b j e c t i v e  m a n n e r )

• R e s p e c t  

( f o r  c o l l e a g u e s ,  r e s e a r c h  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  
s o c i e t y ,  e c o s y s t e m s ,  e t c . )

• R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

( f o r  r e s e a r c h  a c t i v i t i e s  =  i d e a s ,  
p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
s u p e r v i s i o n ,  e t c . )

• Tr a n s p a r e n c y



Co-Authorship 
Practices

• D e f i n i t i o n  o f  A u t h o r s :
- S i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o :  
d e s i g n  a n d  c o n c e p t i o n ,  d a t a  
a c q u i s i t i o n ,  a n a l y s i s ,  o r  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n
- A c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  w r i t i n g  o r  
c r i t i c a l  r e v i e w  ( a d d i n g  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
v a l u e )
- A c c e p t a n c e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s

• P r o h i b i t e d  P r a c t i c e s :
- M a n i p u l a t i n g  a u t h o r s h i p  o r d e r
- U n e q u a l  c r e d i t  d i s t r i b u t i o n
- F a b r i c a t i o n ,  F a l s i f i c a t i o n ,  a n d  
P l a g i a r i s m
- N o n - t r a n s p a r e n t  u s e  o f  A I  
t e c h n o l o g i e s
- U n d e c l a r e d  c o n f l i c t s  o f  i n t e r e s t



Plagiarism, 
Parasitism 
& 
Other Misconduct

• D e f i n i t i o n  o f  P l a g i a r i s m  a n d  
P a r a s i t i s m :

- U s i n g  o t h e r s '  w o r k  a n d  i d e a s  w i t h o u t  
r e f e r e n c i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s o u r c e ,  
v i o l a t i n g  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s

+

- S e l f - p l a g i a r i s m
- A l t e r i n g  a u t h o r s h i p  o r  d i m i n i s h i n g  
o t h e r  r e s e a r c h e r s '  r o l e s  i n  
p u b l i c a t i o n s
- S e l e c t i v e  c i t a t i o n
- W i t h h o l d i n g  r e s u l t s  f r o m  p u b l i c a t i o n
- I n f l a t i n g  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s
- C o v e r i n g  u p  m i s c o n d u c t
- C r e a t i n g  o r  s u p p o r t i n g  p r e d a t o r y  
j o u r n a l s



In Case of 
Suspicions 
or 
Misconduct

• R e f e r r a l  t o  U L B  I n t e g r i t y  C o u n c i l :
- U p o n  c o m p l a i n t
- U p o n  r e f e r r a l  b y  t h e  R e c t o r
- P r o p r i o  m o t u  ( o w n  i n i t i a t i v e )

• P r o c e d u r e :  
- I n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  h e a r i n g s ,  
c o n s u l t a t i o n s  w i t h  e x t e r n a l  
e x p e r t s ,  e t c .
- F a c t - f i n d i n g  c o m m i t t e e
- A d h e r e n c e  t o  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  
p r i n c i p l e ,  p r e s u m p t i o n  o f  
i n n o c e n c e ,  p o s s i b l e  a n o n y m i t y
- R e p o r t  t o  t h e  R e c t o r  w i t h  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s
- A p p e a l  b e f o r e  C S I S



Contacts 
&
Sources

• C o n t a c t :  
d a m i e n . s c a l i a @ u l b . b e
a n a e l l e . d a l e z @ u l b . b e   

• E u r o p e a n  C o d e  o f  C o n d u c t  f o r  
R e s e a r c h  I n t e g r i t y  –  A L L E A

• C o d e  o f  E t h i c s  f o r  S c i e n t i f i c  
R e s e a r c h  i n  B e l g i u m  –  F N R S

• C o d e  o f  E t h i c s  a n d  I n t e g r i t y  i n  
R e s e a r c h ,  Va l o r i z a t i o n ,  a n d  S p i n - o f f  
C r e a t i o n  -  U L B

mailto:damien.scalia@ulb.be
mailto:anaelle.dalez@ulb.be


Responsible 
partnerships 

U L B  P h D  D ay  2 0 2 5



I n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n t ex t

H o w  c a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

c o l l a b o ra t i o n s  b e  d e ve l o p e d  

w h i l e  re s p e c t i n g  U L B  va l u e s  

a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w ?

✓ ULB defines itself as  a committed 
university 

“[ that] has constantly demonstrated its

independence and its commitment to the great

struggles for democracy, individual liberties and

human rights”;

✓ Strategic objectives of our authorities: 

“Ensure that our international relations are 

consistent with our values”



U L B  To o l s

Preventive dimension : Fundamental rights test

Reactive dimension: Human rights Clause 

Committee on Compliance with International 

Law and Dual Use

Dual Use Regulation 



U L B  To o l s

Institution/Partner

Is there a risk that the partner institution or 
organisation could directly or indirectly contribute 

to a serious or systematic violation of 
human rights ?

A partner is not responsible for violations of fundamental rights 
committed by the government in which it is not involved, nor for 

simply applying a problematic law. 

H u m a n  r i g h t s  a s s e s s m e n t



U L B  To o l s

Activities

Is there a risk that the activities undertaken under the 
agreement will contribute directly or indirectly to a 

violation of human rights?

 

F u n d a m e n t a l  r i g h t s  t e s t



U L B  To o l s

«Both parties subscribe, within their partnership, to the respect of 

human rights and academic freedom. Each of the parties may 

terminate this agreement with immediate effect if the other party 

is responsible for a serious or systematic violation of human rights 

or academic freedom».

✓ Response if violations occur after signing or if they were not

known at the time the partnership was signed

✓ Reciprocal clause

H u m a n r i g h t s C l a u s e



U L B  To o l s

✓ Ensures that ULB's international relations are
established through partnerships that respect values
such as international law and dual-use regulations.

✓Composed of the authorities and department
administrators + 4 thematical experts

✓ Scope: all external institutional partners and
integration of dual use

✓Committee makes recommendations to the Academic
Board and/or the Rector

C o m m i t t e e  o n  C o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L a w  a n d  
D u a l  U s e



U L B  To o l s

✓Dual use items are goods, materials, technology,
software and technical knowledge that meet specific
technical parameters and whose properties can be
useful for civilian as well as military applications

✓ Some research requires authorisation (export licences)
to transfer knowledge, equipment or software to
certain countries or partners. (Réglementation double 
usage | Région de Bruxelles-Capitale)

Dual Use Regulation 
Implementation of European regulations 

https://be.brussels/fr/international-europe/commerce-exterieur/legislation/reglementation-double-usage
https://be.brussels/fr/international-europe/commerce-exterieur/legislation/reglementation-double-usage
https://be.brussels/fr/international-europe/commerce-exterieur/legislation/reglementation-double-usage
https://be.brussels/fr/international-europe/commerce-exterieur/legislation/reglementation-double-usage
https://be.brussels/fr/international-europe/commerce-exterieur/legislation/reglementation-double-usage
https://be.brussels/fr/international-europe/commerce-exterieur/legislation/reglementation-double-usage
https://be.brussels/fr/international-europe/commerce-exterieur/legislation/reglementation-double-usage
https://be.brussels/fr/international-europe/commerce-exterieur/legislation/reglementation-double-usage
https://be.brussels/fr/international-europe/commerce-exterieur/legislation/reglementation-double-usage


C o n c l u s i o n

W h a t s h o u l d I d o i f I w i s h t o

d e ve l o p a n e w i n t e r n a t i o n a l

c o l l a b o ra t i o n ?

1. Complete the fundamental rights test.

2. Ensure that I do not need to apply for an
export licence by completing the dual-use
self-test.

3. If in doubt, contact the point of contact for
the International Law Compliance and Dual-
Use Committee.



U s e f u l  l i n k s

✓ Informations générales et décisions du CoA 

✓ Fundamental rights test – ULB

✓ Test Dual use: Dual use database - European 
Studies Unit (ESU)

✓ Contact point Committee: 
lara.rauwers@ulb.be 

https://www.ulb.be/fr/partenaires-et-reseaux/developper-un-partenariat
https://www.ulb.be/fr/partenaires-et-reseaux/developper-un-partenariat
https://www.ulb.be/en/partnerships-networks/test-des-droits-fondamentaux
https://www.ulb.be/en/partnerships-networks/test-des-droits-fondamentaux
https://www.ulb.be/en/partnerships-networks/test-des-droits-fondamentaux
https://www.ulb.be/en/partnerships-networks/test-des-droits-fondamentaux
https://www.ulb.be/en/partnerships-networks/test-des-droits-fondamentaux
https://www.ulb.be/en/partnerships-networks/test-des-droits-fondamentaux
https://www.esu.ulg.ac.be/dual-use-database/
https://www.esu.ulg.ac.be/dual-use-database/
https://www.esu.ulg.ac.be/dual-use-database/
https://www.esu.ulg.ac.be/dual-use-database/
https://www.esu.ulg.ac.be/dual-use-database/
https://www.esu.ulg.ac.be/dual-use-database/
https://www.esu.ulg.ac.be/dual-use-database/
mailto:lara.rauwers@ulb.be
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